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and soon took up a book and withdrew from the discussion.
His friend Stanton was in a position where he could do
little to relieve him. Randall played the part of trimmer
to extricate Stanton, who availed himself of the plank
thrown out.

Seward made allusion to the difficulty between our naval
officers and Tucker, the unpardoned Rebel whom the Peru-
vians have made rear-admiral, and wished the members
of the Cabinet, exclusive of him and myself, to consider
and be prepared to act upon the subject at the Cabinet-
meeting on Tuesday.

February 16, Saturday. Had a brief conversation with
Browning, who was at my house at reception last evening,
concerning the proceedings yesterday. He expressed his
amazement at the course of Stanton. Said he listened and
observed without remark till the close, and was compelled
to believe that there was design and villainy, if not ab-
solute treachery, at the bottom. It was with reluctance he
came to this conclusion, but it was impossible to do other-
wise.

I have been so disturbed by it and by the condition of
affairs that I made it a point to call on the President and
communicate my feelings. I told him that it was with re-
luctance I was compelled to express an unfavorable opin-
ion of a colleague and that I would not do so except from
a sense of duty. I adverted to the occurrences of yesterday
and told him I had carefully and painfully pondered them,
and my first impression was fully confirmed by reflection,
that the details of Stanton's report, the introduction of
Grant and Howard, with their catalogue of alleged mur-
ders and crimes unpunished, which had been industriously
gathered up, was part of a conspiracy which was on foot to
destroy him and overthrow his Administration; that it was
intended the statement of reported murders should go
abroad under his name, drawn out by Congress, and spread
before the country on the passage of the bill establishing